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the Court io Peking., to be iieaici the Fronlicis, in order to check their
Insolence.

The Distance between Nanking and Peking is about 500 English Miles.
They have a Communication by Water in two royal Canals, one fiom
Nanking to the yellow River, so called fiom the Colour of its Water,
and the other from that River to the City of Peking, or very near it. They
are the Work of Art, done by the hard Labour of many Thousands of
poor Workmen, in Obedience to their Emperor's Order, to facilitate the
Cairiage of Merchandize between those great Cities.

The yellow River, or Coicei River, is much longer than any River in
Asia, or perhaps in Europe., for there are 30 Degrees Distance between its
Source and its Mouth: And I heard one Mr. Fountanay a Missionary., who
went to Fiance on the Emperor of China's account, about the Year 1694.
say, that, he believed, there were as many People that lived in Boats and
Vessels on the Rivers of Kiam and doted as in the three greatest Provinces
of Fiance, for in their Vessels they keep Fairs on these Rivers, one Season
at one Place, and in other Seasons at other Places; and tho5 there may be
10000 Vessels assembled at a Fair, yet there is as good Order and Decorum
kept, as in a well governed City. All Ships and Boats who have the same
Species of Goods are moor'd together along a certain Place on the River's
Side allotted for them, by proper Magistrates, and, at Night, Watches are
set to prevent Thieving and Disorder, and Offenders are severely punished,
without Respect of Persons.

There are also Fairs kept on the Royal Canal, between the Yellow River
and Peking, in which all the Sorts of Commodities that China produceth
are to be sold.

The Magnitude, Beauty, and Opulency of Peking, are so fully described
by some who have been there, that my Hear-say Account can be of no
Use, and for that Cause I omit it, but the aforesaid Mr. Fountanay told me,
that the Winter Season is much colder than in France,, and, that in the
Month of November., the Fraternity bought three Deers, and hung them up
in a Pantry without Salt, and, when they had a Mind for some Venison,
they cut what they wanted for their Use till the Beginning of Match, and
what was left then began to grow stale, but not before, which shews the
subtil Coldness and Dryness of the Air there.

And now being at the End of my Journey on the Continent of Asia, I'll

make some more general Observations on the Product of China., and return

to the Southward, to take a View of the Islands that face the Sea-coasts

of China, and steer back to the Northward as far as Japon.

As there are many Mountains in China, so they have many different